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How do we snapshot the data for 
DOI assignment?
• By collection wave update?
• By housekeeping update?
• Are all of our collection waves 

on the same schedule?
• How does this affect our 

update workflow?

Should we assign DOI by data 
source?
• Do sources need to be 

subdivided within a wave of 
data collection?

• Do they all follow the same 
update schedule as the 
major collection waves?

• Differences in coverage from 
overall sample?

• Different than timestamp?

Should we assign DOI by data 
topic?
• Easier to identify data for 

project citation?
• Different than source?
• Does this make deposit in a 

metadata catalogue easier?
• If using this breakdown for 

metadata, do you roll in 
timestamp DOIs or keep them 
separate?

Should we assign DOI by project extract 
dataset?
• Which other DOIs do we reference?
• What level of specificity makes a 

project citation meaningful?
• Are there security considerations?
• Should we use custom citation text 

instead?

How Many DOIs Do You Assign?

https://sls.lscs.ac.uk/

Guidance for DOI assignment of datasets that serve as domain resources rather than outputs from 
specific research projects is still unclear. For datasets that are longitudinal and have restricted access, 
the approach becomes even less clear. How many of the axes of organization above represent a 
minimum citation standard? Must every facet of the data be assigned a DOI? If not, how do we 
reference them? The implications will play out over the length of the project, usually decades.
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